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made so great because of his; and beg him to pardon it if 1
have ever offended him in anything." In order to prevent her
hearing sounds from the apartment of the Grand Duke (which
was near hers) such as would reveal to her that hs was dead,
his body was carried down to a room on the ground-floor of
the villa.41 But the unusual trampling of feet in the passages,
the agitated and tearful aspect of her attendants, and the
noise of carriages and horses in the open space below as
Ferdinand and the Archbishop took their hasty departure*
to Florence, soon awakened her to the knowledge that
Francis was dead. For a while she lay silent; then after mur-
muring a few broken sentences she breathed a very deep
sigh and said calmly: "And likewise also it accords with my
own wish that 1 should die with my lord." After which she
became too ill to speak, and soon afterwards expired, dying
eleven hours after her husband.42

Of course it was inevitable under the circumstances that
Ferdinand should be suspected of having poisoned them both.
The fact that by the death of his brother he succeeded to
the throne, joined with his well-known hatred of Bianca,
made his guilt apparently certain. He at once ordered a
post-mortem examination of the two bodies, and the doctors
reported that there was no trace of poison in either case, but
naturally such a report carried little weight; so that the
common theory has always been that Francis and Bianca
were poisoned by Ferdinand. Side by side with this theory,
however, there has been another. Bianca had been too long
a subject of vituperation for an endeavour not to be made
in some way to throw the guilt upon her, however difficult
in this case to do so. Hence we have the well-known story of
the tart supposed to have been prepared by Bianca in order
to poison Ferdinand, but eaten by accident by Francis, and
that Bianca, seeing this, ate of it also, being determined not
to survive him; a story which, notwithstanding its almost
palpable untruth, has obtained wide credence.43

The account, however, given above of this affair (which